“a munger of anthropologically inclined individuals have in 


recent years gained fame nd fortune oy authoring books of the 
"Nak Ape" 


enre, These writers, by expla ing human behavior 


Ovner instincts oricinatine before the dawn of Paleolithic times, 


ied in attaching an aura of romance to our most mundane ; 


cticç . OwaGays, lion a man makes love to hig wife, he is no 
tonger just a man making love to his wifes he is a muscular, ag- 


jea ressive c vemarmre-cnactine 4 s vage rite inherited fron the misty 
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2 Subordinate, he is proving 


> position in the dominance hierachy; 
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can envision himself 
ani i ssociat a pack oi skineclad Neanderthals squatting 


; on ticir muscular haunches about a campfire, planning a hunt, 
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people litter? 
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they have a 


Jily recognize the signatures 
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of other animals and so avoid trespassing, But man, depending 
basically on sight rather than on sense of smell, has had to find 
visual means of leaving his signature. We used to carve our ini= 
tials on trees; but trees are scarce in our cities now, and we 
ren't allowed to carve them up any more, So what do we do? We 


strew cigarette packages and gum wrappers, It's our way of saying 


The instinctual origins of the problem being clear, the solu- 
tion becomes obvious, People refuse to deposit their litter in 
trash receptacles because the receptacles conceal their litter. 

It is therefore an imperative condition of social procress that 
erect posts (analogous to the"scent posts" of animals) provi- 
ded with spikes or hooks on which litter cai: be impaled in such 

a manner as to be conspicuously displayed. When decorated to 


acit: these sts C be carted oí -o the city dump, and 
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